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Millions to get faster eye care on the high
street (BB 7 R AT AR AL RIS EIREE
RIAREHPIE) (k)

Government invests £20 million to digitise referrals from the

high street directly and digitally into NHS hospital eye services.

® Pcople with a range of eye conditions will get more accurate
referrals as optometrists gain direct access to NHS digital

systems

® Government investment will roll out the NHS e-Referral
service to every optical practice with an NHS contract in
England, cutting unnecessary hospital trips and reducing

pressure on GPs

® New NHS England guidance on glaucoma will help
hundreds of thousands of more patients receive follow-up

appointments on time, preventing avoidable sight loss

Millions of people are set to benefit from faster eye care as the
government invests £20 million to digitise referrals from the

high street.
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Community-based optometrists will be able to refer patients
directly and digitally into NHS hospital eye services -
including NHS Online when it launches next year - with access
to relevant patient records to support faster and more accurate

clinical decisions.

This will reduce unnecessary referrals and mean fewer people
need a separate appointment simply to be passed on to a

specialist, saving patients time and easing pressure on GPs.

The investment will give every optical practice with an NHS
contract in England access to the NHS e-Referral service and the
National Care Records Service, with the aim of achieving 100%

access by April 2028.

This is set to bring eye care out of hospitals and into

communities, so patients can get quicker care, closer to home.
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